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CHAPTER  XII.

NOW about [the ordeal by] water, (i) [The accused
shall enter] water, which is free from mud, aquatic plants,
vicious animals, fish, leeches and others. (2) The water
having been consecrated with mantratns, he shall enter
it, which will be navel-deep, holding the knees of another
man, who is neither a friend nor an enemy; and dive
into it. (3! Directly another man must shoot an arrow
from a bow, which must be neither too strong nor too
weak. (4) Another man shall fetch it speedily. (5)

He, who shall not be visible in the meantime, shall
be declared innocent, otherwise even if one limb be-
comes visible, he shall be deemed guilty. (6)

Thou water livest in the minds of all creatures as a
witness. O water, thou knowest what mortals do not
comprehend. (7)

This man, charged with a  legal   offence,  dives into
, thee ;  it behoves thee, forsooth, to deliver him from this
doubtful position. (8)

CHAPTER   XIIL
Now about [the ordeal by] poison, {i) Any [other]
poison must not be given, (2) save that obtained from
the Sringa plants, which grow on the Himalayas. (3)
Of this [the judge] shall give seven grains, mixed with
clarified butter, to the accused, (4)
If the poison is digested easily without violent symp-
toms, [the judge], knowing him innocent, shall dis-
charge him at the end of the day. (5)
On account of thy poisonous and harmful nature,
thou art dreadful unto all creatures; O poison, thou
knowest what mortals do not comprehend* (6)